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Feness - Lie 1 teten

Jorunn Feness - Terje Lie, Vestfold har nd tatt ledelsen etter en glimrende sesjon, hvor de
har spilt 169 over middel. P4 andreplass ligger Liv Nielsen - Henning Stokkeland, Rogaland,
og pd fjerdeplass befinner seg nd favorittene Anne Lill Hellemann - Tor Helness, Oslo.
Begge disse parene har spilt over 100 pluss i sesjonen. Mellom disse, pd bronseplass, ligger
Mette Matre - Stig Gamlemshaug, Bergen, som har vart bra plassert hele veien.

Eirin Karlsen - Espen Kvam, Trondheim har spilt omtrent middels i denne sesjonen, og har
falt ned til femteplass. Line Liljeroth - Thor-Erik Hoftaniska har ligget godt plassert, og
ledet en stund, men har falt noe av - til sjuendeplass.

Bortsett fra Hellemann - Helness, skuffer fortsatt forhdndsfavorittene. Langhaug - Riisn@s har
spilt litt under middels i ettermiddag, Helness - Furunes n@rmer seg middel, mens de lokale
hdp; Teksum - Dufseth har véknet litt, og ligger pd +35.

Det er fortsatt langt igjen til mal, og mye kan skje i lppet av morgendagen. Mange har gode

vinnersjanser, men jeg er styrket i troen pd at Hellemann - Helness stir gverst pd lista ndr det
er slutt i morgen ettermiddag.

God middag, og lykke til i morgen - alle sammen.

Harald Skjzran
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STILILLINGEN ETTER 28.
Jeryim Fenees = Terde Li@osscocveogoena s
LLiv Nielsen - Henning Stokkeland........
Mette Matre -~ Stig Gamlemshaug. .........
Anne Lill Hellemann - Tor Helness.......
Eirin Karlsen - Espen A.
Helga Gustavson -~ Geir Stensland. .......
Line Liljeroth - Thor-Erik Hoftaniska...
Eva Lund Heitmann - Odd Fosli....uea.uonu
Anne-Br. Andreassen - Ingebrigt Jenssen.
JortinSHGSEYAR-—-NAvis e iim I N a mCimar e
Lilly Tveiten - Arne Tveiliten. .. ... uwwuo.
Cecilie Njes Kielland - Werner Lyseng...
Edel Willgohs — Torkel Willgohs.........
Ase Mogstad ~ Odd Erik Nansem. ... .......
Ingeborg Andersen -
Lilly Eliassen -
Wenche Langhaug -
Astrid Storrenning -

Svein—-Harald Riisnes..
Per Storregnning. ...
Birger Nytrsen.....
Lars David Auestad......
Grethe Teksum - Bjesrn Dufseth...........
Rigmor Knutsen -~ Dagfinn Kjeseth. .. w....
lLiv Dybdahl -~ Svend Dybdahnl. .. ...eueuea.
Karin Flatey -~ Brynjar Karlsen..........
Dagny Taarneby - Reidar Eliassen........
Tordis Bisrsvik — Egil Bi@rsvik. o oee ...
Anniken Lassen - Harald Pettersen.......
Kirsti Mollatt - Arild ToOrP. .« w e wweewowoe
Gunn Helness - Jon—-Egil FUrunes. . .......
Fia Lande - Roald AMUNASEN. v v v v v v m v v wwan
Mossa Kofoed -
Olaug Risnes -~
Ruth Thomassen - Helge Hantveit.........
Liv Ane Brennmoen -~ Jon Leilf Brennmoen. .
Henny Hagen -~ Eivind Bevire. . . v v v v v wwnwan
Anne Lise Bru - Asbjern Skramstad.......
Lty Bleeies = Tere [EreliEo o n g oo om0 0000060
Ase Biribakken -
Sissel Halvorsen -

Ellen Ravndal -

Gunnar Gundersen. ... .
Ann Kristin Hagen - Villy Giverhaug.....
Eldbjerg Halvorsen - HAKoN A8N@. v v v v ..
Rita Tuven - Egil HansSeN. .. u v e wweuunnmnan
Biorg Skwien -~ Harald Fredriksen........
Gerd l.arsen ~ Tore Helge Heyland........
Linda Hagen - Haldor Sunde. . ... ... wuwa.
Sigrid Moen -
Gunvor Pedersen -
Trine Bentzen -
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Sesjonsliste

Jorunn Feness — Terde Lie....cuuoewwwnnon Vestfold. o w v v v ww e - 16<
LLiv Nielsen - Henning Stokkeland........ Rogaland. .. ..o uuuuun 114
Anne Lill Hellemann - Tor Helness....... OB L0 v v v v e w 101
Helga Gustavson - Geir Stensland. . ...... Hardanger og Voss. ... 92
Nlaug Risnes —~ P&l Andreassen. . ......... Troms og Ofoten...... 82
Grethe Teksum - Bjern Dufseth........... Hedemarkerm. .« w e e v« 86
Mette Matre - Stig Gamlemshaugd. .. ....... Bergemna e wu v v um s 73
Eva Lund Heitmann - O0dd Fosli........... Vest-Finnmark........ 62
Fdel Willgohs — Torkel Willgohs.....o.... Nord-@sterdal .. ... ... 50
Liv Bugge — Tore Brekké. ..o oo mwmawun Bergen. « v wu e wwwawx 4.6
Cecilie Nijwms Kielland - Werner Lysend... 0S8lo.. ... wwwuwnnnn 4.3
Ingeborg Andersen - Alf Andersen........ Swr—-Gudbrandsdal..... 4.0
Line Liljeroth -~ Thor—Erik Hoftaniska... Buskerud............. 35
Gunn Helness — Jon—-Egil Furunes......... 0810t v e e et m 29
Jorun Husby - @ystein Hildrum........... Namdal...uoeeeoeonwnows 28
Mossa Kofoed — Per JoNaSSeN. .. w e wwewsenn Bst-~Finmnmark......... 28
RAee Biribakken - Martin Reinertsen...... Vest—Agder. v v e 26
Fllen Ravndal - Lars David Auestad...... Rogaland. . . v w v ww v wn 26
Anne-Br. Andreassen - Ingebrigt Jenssen. Troms og Ofoten...... 24
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Ase Mogstad - Odd Frik Nansen. .. ......-. Nord-Gudbrandsdal.... 22
Lilly Eliassen ~ Kurt-0Ove Thomassen. . ... Helgeland. « « v v v o v w wn = 20
Liv Ane Brennmoen - Jon Leif Brennmoen.. Nord-@Bsterdal........ 18
Lilly Tveiten — Arne Tveiten.......o.u..on FOLlOw wwvmmwnnmwwmwonx 12
Firin Karlsen - Espen A. KVa8M. .« .« w o wnnun Trondhedm. . v v v v ww v xn 2
Rigmor Knutsen -~ Dagfinn Kjeseth........ Vest—-Agder. . ... .uuun -1
Anniken Lassen - Harald Pettersen....... Grenland. ... e e e weex -3
Karin Flatey -~ Brynjar Karlsen.......... Helgeland. . o w v v o wx -3
Kirsti Mollatt -~ Arild ToOrpP.e . e w e wwwwnan FOLlOuw v i v i v e i s .
Wenche Langhaug - Svein-Harald Riisnes.. Vestfold....owuoonooonn -20
Linda Hagen -~ Haldor Sunde. ... ..ucuwoeon. Sunnmere og Romsdal.. -20
Astrid Storrenning - Per Storrenning.... Stisrdal og Omegn.... -31
Anne Lise Bru - Asbjern Skramstad....... Hedemarken. « v o v v v v e - ~33
Tordis RBjersvik - Egil Biersvik......... Vester8len. .o v wwn -38
Fia Lande -~ Roald AMUNASEN. . « v« v w e nwonn Bostfold. .o w i wn -39
LLiv Dybdahl - Svend Dybdahl......... ... Indre @stfold........ -57
Bierg Skeien -~ Harald Fredriksen........ @vre Romerike........ -5
Sissel Halvorsen - Gunnar Gundersen. . ... Aust—-Agder. .. ..o v -60
Dagny Taarneby - Reidar Eliassen........ SELIEEM. v h e v e e ~6H8
Sigrid Meen -~ Nils-0Otto Eliassen........ Glamdal. . v w e e ~ 74
Fldbjerg Halvorsen - Hakon Aare......... Sunnmere og Romsdal.. =75
Gerd Larsen - Tore Helge Heyland........ Hardanger og Voss.... =78
Margrethe BRockmann - Birger Nytreoen..... SALEEM. o h e e e ~78
Ruth Thomassen - Helge Hantvelt......... Berdgen. . ov oo wwunwnn -8 8
Ann Kristin Hagen — Villy Giverhaug. . ... Nord-Gudbrandsdal . ... —-94
Rita Tuven — Egil HB8NSer. ..« o ww v wwnwnn Batfold. . v i e oo -103
Trine Bentzen - Steinar Solbakken....... Ser-@sterdal....... .. - 107

Gunvor Pedersen — Per Kr. Moss. .. .. ... .. Oppland. o o v ww oo we - ~124
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Det star alltid 3 NT...

Brukket larhals og rullestol kan vere ubehagelig, men det er slett ikke til hinder for & spille
bra bridge. Se bare hva Mossa Kofoed fikk til i dette spillet.

Spill 48
Vest/@Pst-Vest A J2
¥ AKS63
¢ 732
& Q72
AN
a T A AK753
v T8752 \Y ® e 4
¢ Q86 ¢ JT95
& J854 S & KT3
A Q9864
v QJ
¢ AK4
& ASO6
Nord gst syd Vest
Per Jonassen Mossa Kofoed
pass
pass 1 4 pass pass
2 v pass 3 NT pass

pass pass

Spar ti kom ut og gikk til @sts konge. Vri til ruter knekt som Mossa stakk med esset. Hjerter
dame ble innkassert, fulgt av spar atte som ble stukket med esset. Vest la kigver fire. Dst
fortsatte ufortrgdent med ruter ti, som ble stukket med kongen. Mossa cashet spar dame og
ni, mens Vest kastet to nye klgvere. Fra bordet ble det lagt en klgver og en ruter. S& fulgte
hjerter knekt til kongen og hjerter ess. @st kastet to ganger ruter (?), mens en spar forsvant
fra hinden. Mossa spilte nd klgver dame til konge og ess. Ruter sluttspilte sd Vest, som kunne
ta for hjerter ti, fgr bordets hjerter ni tok siste stikk. Totalt de magiske ni stikk, og 400 &
bokfgre. +11 til @st-Finnmark.

Torstein Kofoed

Det lysnet i skogen

Samme spill som ovenfor. Fgrste stikk til Jon Egil Furunes som fant fram rgdlappen og ikke
2 w. Fgrst to ganger hjerter til stjeling. S& ruter fra @st, hvorpd Gunn Helness tok sine to
ruterstikk og fortsatte med den tredje til damen. Klgver fra bordet til tieren og siste ruter som
Nord stjal med spar to. Syd la en kigver. Ny hjerter til spar fem og seks. Klgver ess fra Syd.
Med kun spar igjen s Gunn en bet og at 4 w/3 NT var spillbart. Liten spar til ti, knekt og
et lettelsens sukk kunne trekkes samt 500 noteres. +22. Det skal dog sies at Jon Egil trolig
hadde spilt spar dersom han ikke hadde en honngr.

Asbjgrn Davidsen



Svett 3 NT

I runde 19 spilte Pal Andreassen en 3 NT p4d masse honngrpoeng, men det var ikke bare &
ta ni stikk uten videre. Et aldri sd lite innspill matte til for at det hele skulle gi i orden.

Spill 37
Nord/Nord-Syd & T65
¥ Q875
¢ 72
&% T987
N
A 2874 & J92
v 92 \Y @ w AJ3
¢ T64 ¢ AKQJ
& A643 S % KJ2
A KQ3
¥ KT64
¢ 9853
& Q5
Nord gst Syd Vest
Thor-Erik Pal Line Olaug
Hoftaniska Andreassen Liljeroth Risnes
pass 2 ¢ pass 29
pass 2 NT pass 3 &
pass 3 ¢ pass 3 NT
pass pass pass

To ruter var multi og tre klgver Stayman.

Line spilte ut hjerter fire (svenske), som gikk til damen og esset. P4l gikk inn pd bordet pd
klgver ess, og dro ny klgver til kutt. Line fglte seg innspilt, men fridde seg med liten ruter.
Fire runder ruter kom s& i sving (Thor-Erik kastet hjerter dtte og sju), fulgt av klgver konge.
Line kastet hjerter seks. Dermed var det duket for innspill av Line; liten hjerter til tieren, fulgt
av hjerter konge. Alle var nd redusert til tre spar, og P4l métte fd det niende stikket for spar
knekt. Meget pent spilt av Pél, men 400 inn ga -6.

T — : T Harald Skjeran

18 NAR DU SKAL
‘ UT A REISE

Vi har alt du trenger nar du skal ut i reise,
VISA-kort, Euro-sjekker, valuta og reise-
forsikring.

Med konto i Den norske Bank kan du ta ut
kontanter i 1.725 banker i Norge, Sverige,
Danmark og Finland.

Ring cller kom innom oss, far du reiser.




Tor i aksjon

I mange &r har Tor Helness vart min favorittspiller - ikke bare fordi han er min navnebror
og nordlending. Tor fgrer kortene som en gud, og bak rgykhosten ligger en lun menneskelig
varme. Og s kan han feile, som vi andre dgdelige:

A 32
¥ AJ1086
¢ KJ1054
&% 5
N
A KQ97 A& J1065
v Q5 v @ w 432
¢ 9632 ¢ Q
% 842 S & KQ1093
A A84
¥ K97
¢ A87
& AJ76
Nord @st sSyd Vest
Tor Grethe Anne-Lill Bjgrn
Helness Teksum Hellemann Dufseth
INT jo)
4hj

Grethe spilte ut klgver konge til esset. Ruter til knekten - Tors plan var 4 trekke hjerter ess
og konge i tilfelle finessen lyktes. Grethe stakk imidlertid med damen og servet en spar til
esset. N4 satset Tor pd 12 stikk ved reverse dummy: klgver til hjerter ti og hjerter seks til
syveren, men akk - hvor lenge var Adam i Paradiset? Bjgrn hadde forsynt seg med damen,
og kasserte forngyd inn ogsé et sparstikk. 10 stikk ga -15 til Nord-Syd.

Men Oslo-paret kom fryktelig tilbake i neste spill:

A Q102
¥ K1065
¢ K95
& A93

o€

543
43
Q1082
KQ72

AT-

\Y

N
A K8

@ w J97
¢ J63

o ecd>

S & J8654

AJ976
AQ82
A74
10



Nord @2st Syd Vest

lru
P INT x

Anne-Lill spilte ut liten spar til atteren. Klgver til tier og ess. Klgver til damen og spar til
esset og mer spar. Klgver til kongen, hjerter til esset og resten av sparene - bordet holdt ruter
konge og tre hjerter, spilleren tre ruter og klgver knekt. Forsvaret fikk to ruterstikk - og to
sonebet, +21.

Nok et pent motspill:

A K93 .
¥ A63
¢ AJ3
& K742
N
& 87652 A Q10
v 1082 A% @ w QJ54
¢ 54 ¢ KQ1087
& A95 S & QJ
A AJ4
v K97
¢ 962
&% 10863
Nord gst Syd Vest
Gunnar Tor Sissel Anne-Lill
Gundersen Helness Halvorsen Hellemann
lru jo} |

2k1l!

Ruter konge ut fikk beholde stikket. Tor vridde til spar dame, stukket med esset. Klgver til
damen og mer spar - til knekten. Klgver til knekten - et uheldig valg. Hjerter dame til esset.
Spar konge - Tor la en ruter. Hjerter til kongen og mer hjerter -Anne-Lill kom inn pé tieren,
tok for klgver ess og spilte ruter -Tor mdtte fi et ruterstikk. En bet ga forsvaremne +13 - og
sd er favorittene til NM-tittelen endelig i draget og i ledelsen.

Tore Mortensen

NARVESEN




Motspill 1

Mot Syd’s fire spar, starter dere med 4 ta tre ruter-
stikk. N&r du bestemmer deg for hvilket kort som
skal legges i tredje stikket, bgr du gardere deg mot
denne sitsen:

A E63

v DJ83

¢ K64

% KD8

N

A K10 a5
v K97652 V @ % E104
¢ J10 ¢ ED972
& J75 S % 10642

A DJO8742

v

¢ 853

& E93

Det gjor du best ved 4 sake hjerterkonge! N4 skulle
det ikke vare sd vanskelig for makker 3 fortsette
med en fjerde ruter-runde.

S/A - & KD65
v D43
¢ D76
& K104
N
A J8
v E104 v )
¢ J10853
& 983 S
Nord gst syd Vest
1 hj pass
1l sp pass 2 hj pass
4 hj pass pass pass

Du bruker vanlige honngrutspill og norsk fordeling,
og starter med ruterknekt. Den blir dekket med
dame, konge og ess. Nord tar for sparess, treeren fra
makker, og fortsetter med hjerterseks. Hvilket kort
legger du nd?

Gi aldri opp

Spill 40
V/Ingen & KJ5
v J542
¢ T6
& KJ96
N
o Q3 A A8762
¥ AKQ3 v ® v T8
¢* Q7 ¢ A9
& T8743 S & AQS52
A T94
v G76
¢ XJ85432
-

Bare seks av sytten par klarte & f& hjem tre grand pé
dette spillet.

Helge Hantveit ble doblet og fikk ut ruter til dama.
Klgverti, knekt og dame avslgrte sitsen. N4 ga vel
den godeste Hantveit egentlig opp og cashet sine
itte stikk - tre ganger hjerter, klgverdtte til ni og
ess, ruteress og sparess. Men sd skjedde det at en
spar til dama sluttspilte Nord. Tre stikk til kunne
han ta, men hans siste kort klgverseks ga bordet det
niende stikket for syveren.

Tor Helness fikk et verre utspill ndr Anniken Lassen
fant liten hjerter ut fra Syd. Tor stakk pd bordet og
etter klgverti, konge og ess, fortsatte han med en
liten spar til dama og kongen. Ruter opp igjen til
kongen og nok en ruter. Deretter to ganger hjerter
og s spar fra bordet, femmeren fra Nord (bruker
han knekten fir han beholde det stikket) og esset.
For Tor var nd det store spgrsmdlet hvor spar-
knekt var, men han tok sats og fortsatte med spar
som godspilte fargen med klgverdame som inntak.
Han resonerte nok som s at man blir ikke norges-
mester ved 4 legge seg pa to bet, sdlenge det finnes
en liten mulighet 4 f& hjem kontrakta.

Karl Vidar Michelsen




Fra parfinalen

I spill 27 var det duket til rent Rogalandsoppgjer. Ungdommene Jan Petter Svendsen og
Thorleif Skimmeland skulle mote Lars David Auestad og John Viland.

Syd/Ingen
AE75
¥y D 10
¢ Kn 9 7 3
&£ 9 7 65
A DS 2 A K 10 6 4
¥ K8 7 4 3 2 ¥ E95
¢ 10 2 ¢ ED S5 4
& E 3 4+ 8 4
A Kn 9 3
¥ Kn 6
¢ K8 6
& KD Kn 10 2
Meldinger:
Nord @st syd Vest
Lars David Thorleif John Jan Petter
1 k1 1 hj
pass 2 k1l pass 2 hj
pass 3 hj pass rundt

Lars David spilte ut klever 7, som gikk til 10 og ess. Det kom na hjerter konge og mer
hjerter til ess, og liten klover fra ost som John tok med knekten. Etterpd gremmet han seg
for ikke & ha sluppet klgveren til makker, for gjennomspill i ruter. Men John gjorde det beste
utav situasjonen ved 4 returnere spar 9, som gikk videre til Lars David, som stakk opp med
esset.

Ruter 9 kom i retur. Jan Petter stakk med esset og tok for trumf 9, for han spilte seg inn pa
handa med spar dame, og spilte hjerteren til bunns, og vi har denne situasjonen:

A7

v -

4 Kn 3

& -
A8 A4 K 10
v 2 vy -
¢ 10 ¢ D
] & -

A Kn 3

v -

¢ K

& -

Nar Jan Petter spiller sin siste trumf, kaster Lars David genialt RUTER KNEKT. Et dristig
kast, da spilleren nd kan fa resten, - om han gjennomskuer det. Men Jan Petter var ikke
synsk. Han la ruter dame, og John la liten spar. Han MA ha ruter konge og tre igjen, og Jan
If>etter4tar sparsaksen..... En seier for oppfinnsomhet og dristighet..... som ga +22 istedet
or -14.

Reidar Laland



“TISBETTER TO BE FEARED THAN LOVED”

“I's not the way to get the best out of partner,”
Peregrine the Penguin was saying as he thoughtfully
twirled his glass of Bollinger.

“No,” agreed Oscar the Owl, “but then the Hog
would say that there’s precious little difference between
the Toucan’s best and his worst, so why be mealy-
mouthed? Better vent one’s righteous wrath thanstitleit
unnaturally. No point in saying ‘pretty puss’ and
stroking himifhe’s going to scratch you anyway. That’s
the Hog's philosophy, but of course he has been carrying
it too far.”

The Penguin nodded. *“T'hat poor Toucan was petri-
fied this afternoon. A quivering jelly by the time the Hog
had finished with him, and afterall, it wasn’t his faultif
the cut brought them together twice in succession.”

We were discussing a tormented rubber in which the
Hog drew the Toucan against Papa the Greek and Molly
the Mule.

“And they say that lightning never strikes twice in
the same place,” snorted HH, looking reproachfully at
Timothy the Toucan.

As play proceeded the Hog made no attempt to hide
his displeasure. “Was [ right to return your suit?” asked
TT ingratiatingly when Molly took a wrong view and
went down in a partial.

“Certainly,” agreed the Hog. “If you thought thatI
had a fourteenth diamond to cash, it was as good a
defence as any. Asit was it might have cost the contract.
Fortunately, declarer was too generous to take advan-
tage.” And with that the Hog switched hissneer fromthe
Toucan to Molly, who gave him a withering look in
return.

Each side made game. Then the Hog brought home
three diamonds and with 60 up picked up:
MAQIJVAK20AQTS+KES.

Sitting behind him, I wondered what he would bid.
He had the requirements for a two club opening to be
followed by two no-trumps. Other things being equal
there was no reason to bid anything else. With a wild-
eyed, tlustered Toucan opposite, however, and heavy
side bets on the rubber, other things were by no means

equal. A bird inthehand was worth twoin thebush, three
when the bird was a Toucan. Resigned to missing aslam
ifthere was one, HH opened cautiously oneno-trump, the
agreed range being 15-17.

After a pass from the Greek, the Toucan bounced in
his chair, looked intently at the score, bounced again
and bid two no-trumps.

" The Hog’s eyebrows rose high. If, not knowing that
he had seven or eight points to spare, the Toucan had
visions of better things, thirteen tricks should be there.
Allowing for accidents, HH contented himself with six
no-trumps.

With a guilty look and shaky fingers the Toucan
tabled his hand.

Game all and North-South plus 60; dealer South.
A764
0Q753
OK8
*A542
a4 K109852 N a3
094 0J1086
0642 WSE ©J1093
®87 »QJ109
MAQd
QAK?2
0AQT5
& K63

“I didn’t think you’s go on,” he began apologetically.
“Ionly wanted toshutthemout. A pre-emptiveraise,soto
speak.”

The Hog scowled. Molly the Mule looked con-
temptuous.

“Surely Timothy,” I said to him later when he was
having a brandy to steady his nerves, “you couldn’t
really want to shut them out. They were vulnerable and
with at least 24 points to their sixteen you could have
punished any intervention to the tune of 800 or 1100 or
even 1400. Wouldn't that be better than taking the
rubber?”

“No, no, of course not,” rejoined the Toucan.*What’s
the good of 1400 if you are going to have the Hog jeer at
you for another twenty minutes? All I wanted was to
finish the rubber.”

That was later. At the time, having tabled his hand,
the Toucan subsided miserably. All the bounce had gone
outof him. Even the shining black alplaca jacket seemed
to lose its gloss, for instead of clinching the rubber, as
intended, he had given it a new lease of life. The Hog
would go down and the play and the jibes would go on
and on.

Table Presence
Papa led his best false-card, the two of spades, Molly
following with the tell-tale three.

“Third hand high to the fourth highestofthelongest
suit,” murmured the Hog as he won the trick with the
queen and surveyed his prospects.
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by Victor Mollo

He had ten top tricks and 3-3 breaks in both hearts
and clubs would yield two more, but such a distribution,
improbable at the best of times, was even more.remote
after the play to trick one, marking Papa with six spades
and Molly with asingleton. Somewhere there would have
to be a squeeze and then another. Would the Hog rectify
the count by ducking a club? Would that be enough?

Ididn’t have to wait long for the answer. At trick two
the Hog led the jack of spades. Papa rose with the king,
Molly discarding a club, and switched to a diamond. The
Hog won in dummy, cashed the ace, king and queen of
hearts, Papa throwing a spade on the third round, and
continued with a spade to his ace. Molly began to fight
for breath.

a7
03
¢ 8
*A542

A 1098 & None
Q None WNE 0J
064 s 0 J103
37 *QJ10

L Y-\

QO None

CAQ7

* K63

Shelet goadiamond, not thatit mattered. Theace,queen
and seven of diamonds followed. On the seven Molly was
squeezed again in hearts and clubs.

As he entered the score, his favourite pastime, the
Hog shook a fat, pink forefinger at the Toucan. “Next
time, Timothy, useanabacus. You'll find thatat60upone
no-trump is enough. Any more is ostentatious. We were
fortunate, undeservedly so, in getting so helpful a lead,
pinpointing the distribution from the start and indi-
cating the right line of play. But for that I might easily
have gone wrong, especially...” He got no further for
now Molly was up in arms. “Did you have to lead away
from a king in a slam? And who was that subtle two of
spades intended to deceive? Why...”

Papa countered quickly and with spirit, buttoomany
words were struggling to the surface at the same time to
make them intelligible.

The Hog enjoyed every moment. He enjoved it all
over again when he wentoverthehand with usatthebar.
Papa’s discomfiture, Molly's indignation, the Toucan’s
bewilderment, all added sparkle to the Bollinger.

“Forall that,” observed Oscarthe Owl, “evenonthat
lead, noteveryonewould havethoughtofleadingthejack
of spades at trick two. Mostdeclarers, I think, would have
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ducked a club.”

“And what difference would that have made?”
retorted the Hog. “No matter what I did, given the dis-
tribution, Molly was destined to be the victim of a pro-
gressive squeeze. Duck a club you say? Very well, and
what does Molly throw on the ace of spaces? Her fourth
club? Then dummy’s last club squeezes her in the red
suits. But perhaps she discards a heart. Then dummy’s
fourth heart squeezes her in the minors. And if Papa
doesn't lead a spade, [ present him with one myself. No,
my friends, it would take a Toucan to gn down on this’
hand.”

“So that jack of spades wasn't so artistic after all,”
said the Penguin.

“On the contrary,” countered the Hog, “it was very
astute, but not in the sense you mean. It made no
difference to the play but all the difference to the recrim-
inations, for it created the impression, for the time being
anyway, that Papa had given me the contract. Hencethe
heated altercation. You are always talking aboutgetting
the best out of partners,” wenton HH, “but that depends
on whether there’s a best in partner to get at. One thing,
though, is certain: you shouldn't allow opponents to get
the best out of each other. Inducing a little animosity,
ruffling their feathers. that's what is known as table
presence.”

The Hog broke off to write something down in his
diary. “Just to remind me that [ didn't want any calls
before noon.”

“But why...” began QO. .

“Because,” pursued HH, “Papa will be worrying
about that hand all night and about 2am, he’ll have
worked it out that [ simply couldn'tgo wrongonanylead.
He'll pick up the phone...”

“And now he'll have to wait 'til noon,” said OO.

“Precisely,” agreed the Hog. "By which time I shall
be boarding my plane for Cannes. Of course,” he added
with a twinkle, “the answering service will record his
message — until the pips go.”

Getting through to the Rabbit

“How is it, HH,” asked Oscar the Owl when a second
bottle emerged from theice bucket, “that youdo so much
better with the Rabbit? Technically he is no better than

" the Toucan. Neither knows whatheis doingandbothare

frightened of you in roughly equal measure.”

“True,” agreed HH, “but you can’t get through to
the Toucan because his mind is in a constant whirl. The
Rabbit is receptive because his mind is so often a blank.
He is probably thinking of his horoscope, or of the Stock
Exchange, or wondering where he left his umbrella. So
you can bring him back to the card table with a jolt and
frighten him into doing what you want. The Toucan,
being frightened before hestarts,can’tbe frightened any
more. [t's very frustrating. Talking of the Rabbit,” went
on HH, “did you see this interesting defence?” As he
scribbled I recognised a hand played a couple of days
earlier:

January 1986




East-West game; dealer South.

s AKQ !

QAQ1086

¢ 3

&%9865
& None N #3853
0152 W E VKJ943
0AQJ10976 s O None
S»KQJ SA10732

AJ1097642

QO None

OK6542

L !
West North East South
HH GG RR Papa

36

50 56 Dble all pass

“Ididn’twantto redouble,” explained Gavinthe Gooseas
hetabled hishand, “bec¢ausethey musthaveacheapsave
in six diamonds. They might even make it.” The Goose
looked pleased with himself. He usually did the right
thing and knew it, even though others weren't always
aware of it.

The Hog led theking of clubs, then thequeen. Hoping
for a diamond switch, RR followed with the two of clubs
and the three.

It wasclear to Papa, as heruffed, that the Rabbithad
one diamond at most, probably none, and that the Hog
had no trump. Otherwise he would have surely played
one. To come to eleven tricks he would have to ruff three
diamonds in dummy, so at trick three he led the king of
diamonds, just in case RR had a singleton, won the trick
and returned a trump.

What was the Hog to do? Which trick could the
defence win after the ace of diamonds?

Nfne, for whatever hereturned Papa would makethe
rest. Somehow the Rabbit had to be made totake thetrick
and return a trump. Would he ruff the Hog’s ace? Perish
the thought. He would as soon commit high treason.
Whatifheplayed alowdiamond?The Rabbit would ruff,
but placing Papa with the ace and king of diamonds it
would not occur to him to return a trump. Suddenly the
Hog had an inspiration. To the king of diamonds he
followed with the queen!

The Rabbit sat up. His nose twitched. His ears
quivered and there was a prickly sensation at the top of
his scalp, for there wasno doubtthat HH wassendingout
an urgent pessage, a dramatic suit preference signal.
[ want the return of the highest ranking suit, was the
unmistakable command. But how could HH want a
heart? Even if he had none, whatgood woulditdotoruffa
loser? And then the scales fell from his eyes. Not hearts,
but spades were the higher ranking of the two suits. The
Rabbit ruffed and returned a trump, and wriggle as he
might, Papa was denied his eleventh trick.

“I knew it,” said the Goose with a happy smirk.”
“They have a cold slam. Unbeatable... well, almost.”
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